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Message Text 


1. 1 RAISED QUESTION OF MILITARY SALES TO SOMALIA IN AUDIENCE 
WITH SHAH MORNING MAY 24. SHAH WAS PLEASED TO LEARN THAT WE 
WERE CONTEMPLATING SOME MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO SIAD BARRE. 


2. HE SAID HE AGREED, IN PRINCIPLE, THAT SIAD BARRE SHOULD 

KEEP THE PEACE AND REFRAIN FROM SENDING REGULAR SOMILA MILITARY 

UNITS INTO THE OGADEN. HOWEVER, HE FELT IT WAS TOO MUCH TO 

ASK THAT SOMALIS REFRAIN FROM ALL LOGISTICS AND MATERIEL SUPPORT 

TO THEIR SOMALI BRETHREN IN THE OGADEN. 


3. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE U.S., EOR CONGRESSIONAL AND 
OTHER REASONS, HAD TO INSIST THAT WEAPONS OF U.S. ORIGIN NOT 
BE TRANSFERRED TO THE LIBERATION ERONT. HOWEVER, HE 
DOUBTED WISDOM OF RESTRAINING SOMALIS FROM SUPPLYING ANY 
WEAPONS OF OTHER ORIGIN TO OGADEN. 
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4. CONSEQUENTLY, BEFORE AGREEING TO MAKE ANY DEMARCHE TO 
SOMALIS, HE WISHED CLARIEICATION OE U.S. POSITION. HE 
SPECIFICALLY WISHED TO KNOW WHETHER WE WERE ASKING HIM TO 
TRY TO PERSUADE SIAD BARRE TO CUT OEF ALL RPT ALL SUPPORT TO 
"LIBERATION FRONT 'M IF SO, HE CONSIDERED THIS UNREALISTIC. 
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5. ON THE OTHER HAND, IE WE ARE MERELY ASKING HIM TO PERSUADE 
SIAD BARRE TO KEEP REGULAR SOMALI TROOPS OUT OP THE OGADEN, 

HE WOULD BE PREPARED TO DO THAT. HE SAID SOMALI AMBASSADOR 
HAD BEEN ASKING POR AN AUDIENCE, WHICH HE HAS STALLED. 

HOWEVER, HE WOULD PROBABLY SEE HIM NEXT WEEK AND COULD MAKE SOME 
EPPORT AT THAT TIME. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE CLARIPY U.S. POSITION SOONEST, 

SO THAT SHAH CAN HAVE IT IN HAND WHEN HE MEETS SOMALI AMBASSADOR 
NEXT WEEK. 
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